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ever thought of by me, and I do not suggest any such course now. But
the essence of the compromise is that, the undertaking of the Indian
community being fulfilled, as I claim it has been, the Act should be
repealed. Voluntary registration should go on in connection with those
who may arrive until the Act is repealed. As will be noticed from the
Draft submitted by me, provision is made for the identification of those
who may arrive after the passing of the Draft Bill. So that there is no
question of keeping voluntary registration open for an indefinite period.

Of course, if it is desired by General Smuts that no registration
should take place now, but that it should await the passing of the new
legislation, I do not mind; but to require Indians who may enter now to
come under the Act will only accentuate the suspicion that is still lurk-
ing in the minds of some of my countrymen. In order to make good
my word, as also to assist the Government, it is within the General's
knowledge that I very nearly lost my life, and this arose because, in
the opinion of some of my countrymen, I had sold them, by reason of
having agreed to the principle of ten finger-prints. Were the proposed
registration under the Act of new arrivals persisted in, not only will
suspicion be accentuated, but it will be justified, and I cannot help
saying that those who may feel irritated against me will be entitled to
my life. I should consider myself totally unworthy of the trust reposed
in me by my countrymen, and to hold the position that they have
allowed me to hold for such a long time, were I ever to consent to the
Act being applied to new-comers. If the Act was bad, as I respectfully
contend it was, it was so for all, except for those who, owing to their
fraud or obstinacy, would not voluntarily provide facility to the Govern-
ment for their identification. I am, therefore, sure that General Smuts
will reconsider the matter, and not only not ask me to use whatever
influence I may possess with my countrymen in the direction desired
by him, but that he will assist me to make good my word to them, by
either accepting voluntary registration of new arrivals or informing
them that they need not be identified until after the passing of the new
legislation, especially as the purpose of identification is equally well
served under the compromise.

As the^matter is exceedingly urgent, may I ask that a telegraphic
reply be sent to me?

Tours truly9
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